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Our Lady of the Assumption Parish 
 

PASTOR    Rev. Edward C. Domme 
PAROCHIAL VICAR  Rev. Michelangelo Cimino 
DEACONS    Deacon Jim Delgado 
     Deacon Maurice Graff 
     Deacon Jack Granato 
 
PARISH OFFICE   (505) 256-9818                   Fax (505) 256-3131 
     811 Guaymas Place NE, Albuquerque, NM 87108 
     Hours 8:30 am-12:00 pm & 1:00-4:30 pm Mon.-Fri. 
     Closed Weekends, Holy Days & Holidays 
SCHOOL OFFICE   (505) 256-3167 
     815 Guaymas Place NE, Albuquerque, NM 87108 
WEBSITE    www.olacs.org 
SUNDAY OBLIGATION MASS: 5:00 pm Saturday 
SUNDAY MASSES:   7:00 am, 10:00 am and 11:30 am (English) 
     8:30 am (Bilingual) 
WEEKDAY MASSES:    
Monday-Saturday   8:30 am  
    
CONFESSIONS: Saturday 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm or by appointment during regular office hours. 

Mission Statement: 
Created in God’s image, we are the people of Our Lady of the Assumption Catholic Parish. In communion 

with the Roman Catholic Church and the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, we dedicate ourselves to living the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Guided by the Holy Spirit; nourished by the Sacraments; and under the Patronage of Our Lady 

of the Assumption; we strive to use our varied gifts and rich heritage to build the Body of Christ through   
worship, prayer, education, and service to all. 

On the Corner of Lomas and Tennessee NE 

December 3, 2017 
First Sunday of Advent 
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK OF December 4 - December 10, 2017 

Mon., 4th * Weekday   St. John Damascene 

Isaiah 2:1-5  8:30am † Lourdes Feist by the family 
Psalm 122:1-2, 3-4b,   † Ron Gattas by John McGarey 
                  4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9  – S.I. for Angie Stanley by the Legion of Mary 
Matthew 8:5-11    
Tue., 5th * Weekday *    
Isaiah 11:1-10  8:30am – S.I. for Liz Vigil by James and Terry Edgeington 
Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17  – S.I. for Michelle Melendez by Priscilla Cruz 
Luke 10:21-24  † Leonor Montoya by the family 
Wed., 6th * Weekday *   St. Nicholas                                             
Isaiah 25:6-10a 8:30am † Frank D. Chavez by Ruby Chavez and family 
Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6  † Felonize “Filo” Santistivan by the family 
Matthew 15:29-37    – S.I. in thanksgiving to Santo Niño by Quintin Pacheco 
Thur., 7th * Weekday *   St. Ambrose 
Isaiah 26:1-6 8:30am † Gabriel Griego by Quintin Pacheco 
Psalm 118:1 & 8-9, 19-21,  † Frank Gonzales by OLA Parish 

Matthew 7:21, 24-27    
Fri., 8th * Weekday *   The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary   School Grade 5 
Genesis 3:9-15, 20 8:30am – S.I. in thanksgiving for prayers answered by Dale Kucerak 
Psalm 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4  – S.I. for living and deceased family members 
Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12 12:00pm † Emma Jean Williams by Liz Vigil 
Luke 1:26-38  – S.I. for Candice DeMar by Kathie Leyendecker 
 6:00pm – S.I. for Frank and Nancy Lopez by Dale Kucerak and Kay Crorkin 
  † Celia Marquez 

Sat., 9th * Weekday *   St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 
Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26 8:30am † Irene Schwiner by the family 
Psalm 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6  † Trisha and Josena Campos by the family 
Matthew 9:35 - 10;1, 5a, 1:00pm  Wedding: Chantel Brockhoft and Johnny Garcia 
                               6-8 5:00pm † Hochrein/Shoue families 

Sun., 10th 7:00am † Connie Mollo by O.H. 
Second Sunday of Advent  † Patsy Kennedy 
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 8:30am † Tom Martinez by Joan and family 
Psalm 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14  † Vicky P. Garcia by Roman and family 
2 Peter 3:8-14 10:00am † Orlando Lopez and sons, Gilberto and Phillip by Clara Lopez 
Mark 1:1-8  † Albert Edward Gonzales and Michelle Casanova 
 11:30am  † Dyana Benette by Clifford and Adeline Ballard 
  † Margaret Johannessen by Ed and Elena Oates 

                               25-27a  – S.I. for the World disasters by the Knights of Columbus 

  – S.I. in honor of the Sacred Heart and Immaculate Heart in thanksgiving 

LECTURAS DE HOY 
 
Primera lectura — Isaías ruega por el retorno del Señor 
(Isaías 63:16-17, 19; 64:2-7). 
 
Salmo — Señor, Dios nuestro, restáuranos que brilla tu 
rostro y nos salve (Salmo 80 [79]). 
 
Segunda lectura — Pablo está agradecido por las ben-
diciones que los corintios han recibido debido a su fe en 
Jesús (1 Corintios 1:3-9). 
 
Evangelio — Jesús dice a los discípulos que estén siem-
pre-alertas a la llegada del tiempo designado  
(Marcos 13:33-37). 

TODAY’S READINGS 
 

First Reading — We are the clay and you, O LORD, 
are the potter: we are the work of your hands  
(Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7). 
 

Psalm — Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your 
face and we shall be saved (Psalm 80). 
 

Second Reading — God is faithful; by God you were 
called to fellowship with the Son (1 Corinthians 1:3-9). 
 

Gospel — Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know 
when the time will come. (Mark 13:33-37). 
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LAY MINISTERS FOR WEEKEND OF DECEMBER 2 & 3, 2017 

 Sat., 5:00 pm Sun., 7:00 am Sun., 8:30 am Sun., 10:00 am Sun., 11:30 am 
Lectors Mary Ann O’Keefe Ann Gilpin Adela Candelaria Mary Ann Polster Alicia Montoya 

 Brad Sedillo Edward Larrañaga Arturo Candelaria Margaret Gates William Tobin 
Eucharistic   Mary Wentworth/c John Reilly/c Phil Silva/c Bill Caskey/c Juan Baca/c 
Ministers   Roy Porter/s Don Luna/s Ernestina Garcia/s Linda Caskey/s Maria Baca/s 

Ministry of Josiah Chavez Alex Converse Alexandra Martinez Alexandra Fiedler Logan Clark 

Altar Elianna Lopez-Sanchez Lily Converse Daisy Martinez Santana Larrañaga Ariana Galaviz 

Servers   Jaquie Martinez  Clara Johnston 
Gift Ron and Amanda Suzanne Garcia Stella Sandoval Joe & Mary Ann Robert & Laura 

Bearers Sanchez   Hernandez family Paiz family 

LAY MINISTERS FOR THE WEEKEND OF DECEMBER 9 & 10, 2017 

 Sat., 5:00pm Sun., 7:00am Sun., 8:30am Sun., 10:00am Sun., 11:30am 

Lectors Dan Domme Celine Crawley Guillermo Madrid Kim Madrid Ann Gilpin 
 Scott Nary Anita Reiser Hermila Madrid Fran Lerma Mary Ann O’Keefe 

Eucharistic   Jim Klarkowski/c Linda Trujillo/c Judy Gutierrez/c Bill Fiedler/c Thomas Johnston/c 
Ministers   Mary Ortega/s Sr. Lucia Ikwen/s Gertrude Gutierrez/s Jeanne Holtby/s Robert Paiz/s 

Ministry of Josiah Chavez Diego Flores Anthony Rice Samantha Tafoya Logan Clark 

Altar Nicholas Mittas Gabriela Hoswell Abigail Rice Jacob Madrid Ariana Galaviz 
Servers Marika Mittas Kirk Schriner Aylene Lucero Selena Ortiz Donavon Phillips 

Gift Elida Saucedo Robert Laguna Gulibaldo and Ofelia Phyllis Everett Reyna and Seena 
Bearers   Trejo family Vigil 

Lay Ministers, if you are unable to serve, please find a replacement.  Thank you! 

St. John Damascene; also known as John         
Damascene, was a Syrian monk and priest. Born and 
raised in Damascus, he died at his monastery, Mar 
Saba, near Jerusalem.  

St. Ambrose Aurelius Ambrosius, better known 
in English as Saint Ambrose, was a bishop of  
Milan who became one of the most influential  
ecclesiastical figures of the 4th century. 

The Immaculate Conception  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 
The Immaculate Conception, according to the       
teaching of the Catholic Church, is the conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary free from original sin by virtue 
of the foreseen merits of her son, Jesus Christ. 

St. Nicholas, also called Nikolaos of Myra, was a  
historic Christian saint and Greek Bishop of Myra, in 
Asia Minor. Because of the many miracles attributed 
to his intercession, he is also known as Nikolaos the 
Wonderworker. St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin, also known as 

Juan Diegotzil, a native of Mexico, is the first Roman 
Catholic indigenous saint from the Americas. He is 
said to have been granted an apparition of the Virgin 
Mary on four separate occasions in December, 1531, 
at the hill of Tepeyac, then outside, but now well 
within metropolitan Mexico City. 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION - DECEMBER 8, 2017       

 Fri., 8:30 am Fri., 12:00 noon Fri., 6:00 pm 

Lectors School Alicia Montoya Mary Wentworth 
 Students William Tobin Mary Ann O’Keefe 

Eucharistic   Ramon Padilla/c Sally Rosenheim/c Anthony Torres/c 
Ministers   Robert Laguna/s Mary Anne Polster/s Patricia Torres/s 

Ministry of    

Altar Servers       

Gift School  Passariello Family 

Bearers Students   
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CHURCH ENVELOPES 
 

If you use a blue envelope from the back table please 
label it with your name and designation. If you are 
new to the parish and would like to receive Sunday 
envelopes, please fill out a parish registration form 
located in the magazine rack and turn it into the office. 
Thank you.  

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SPECIAL INTENTION BOOK 
 

A special intention book is available on 
the table at the back of the church for 
weekend Masses.  Please feel free to 
write your intentions in the book before 
Mass begins. 

      Sunday Collection 
 
 

November 18/19, 2017 
$13,878.56 

November 25/26, 2017 
$12,724.16  

Thank you for your continued support of  
Our Lady of the Assumption Parish!   

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY REFLECTION 
DECEMBER 3, 2017 

 

Advent symbolizes our human condition. We long. We 
hope. We rejoice in what we have. We yearn for what 

we have not. Even nature conspires 
during Advent time to make us feel our 
human incompleteness. As the       
darkness of winter descends, we long 
for the light. As cold numbs us, we 
yearn for the warmth of God’s love. As 

plants and leaves die, sometimes with a final flash of 
brilliance, we hope for resurrection and new life. The 
Lord is about to create something new. Isaiah      
cherishes this theme. He repeats it again and again. 
“See, I am doing a new deed, even now it comes to 
light: Can you not see it? Yes, I am making a road in 
the wilderness, paths in the wilds.” (Maloney, Seasons 
in Spirituality, p.49)  

OLA’S GOOD SHEPHERD MINISTRY 
 

                Casserole cooking is a simple way to give of 
your time and talent. This ministry provides 
good, hot meals to our community’s       
homeless and hungry men, women and     
children. Come to the Parish Office during 
regular business hours to pick up recipes and               

                containers. For more information contact the  
                Parish Office. 

     ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 
 

The 2017 assessment for our parish is 
$60,000. We are so close to meeting this 
assessment, please consider helping out. 
Payment needs to reach the Archdiocese 
before December 31, 2017. 

 

COFFEE AND DONUTS this WEEK 
 

Coffee and Donuts will be offered this    
Sunday, December 3, after all Masses in 
the gym. Come, enjoy and meet your fellow  
parishioners.  

RELIGIOUS ARTICLE SALES 
 

Religious Articles will be sold next week-
end, December 9/10 after all the Masses in 
the gathering area.    

BLOOD PRESSURE MONITORING  
 

Blood Pressure monitoring will be available  
at coffee and donuts on the first Sunday of 
the month in the gym as well as the 3rd  
Sunday in the gathering area of the church. 

  Pray        For 

CHURCH CLEANING 
 

As we approach Advent and Christmas we invite you to 
consider serving the Lord by graciously giving of your 
time to assist with a thorough church clean-up on  Satur-
day, December 16, between 11:30 am-2:00 pm. For fur-
ther information call 505-321-3103.  

LECTOR WORKBOOKS 
 

The Lector workbooks (English and Spanish) for the      
upcoming Liturgical year 2018, which starts on  
December 3, 2017, are now available in the Parish  
Office.   

RESPECT AT MASS 
 

We have received numerous concerns from our         
parishioners regarding the attire at Mass; particularly 
those who are scheduled to either be on the altar or   
approaching the altar. Modesty is a virtue we should all 
be practicing. Thank you!  
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Announcements con’t     

SECOND COLLECTION 
 

There will be a second collection next weekend,     
December 9/10, for the Archdiocesan Annual Appeal 
for Retired Religious which distributes basic, supple-
mental and special assistance retirement grants from 
the fund to religious institutes based on a formula and 
criteria approved by the conferences of major         
superiors and bishops. As designated in 2012, the 
December retirement collection will be allocated 50/50 
between the Retirement Fund for Religious and the 
Archdiocesan Priest Retirement Fund. Please be  
generous! 

ANNUAL BLUE MASS 
 

The 10th Annual Blue Mass will be held Thursday,      
December 7, 2017, 12 noon at St. Jude Thaddeus     
parish. Archbishop John C. Wester will be the        
principal celebrant. This special Mass is a time of 
prayer and thanksgiving for all men and women   
serving in law enforcement, fire, military, corrections, 
emergency medical personnel and their families who 
support them in New Mexico. There will be a          
reception immediately following the Mass to meet and 
greet those who put their lives on the line every day to 
serve and protect us all. Anyone can attend the Mass 
and reception.  
For more Information regarding the Blue Mass, please 
call the Archdiocese of Santa Fe Office of Worship at 
505-831-8194 or email aflores@archdiosf.org. 

First Sunday of Advent 
December 3, 2017 
Be watchful! Be alert! 
You do not know when the time will come. 
— Mark 13:33 

CHRISTMAS GIFT GIVING PROGRAM 
  Bring joy to the needy young children of our community 
this Holiday Season by participating in the Christmas 
Gift-Giving Program sponsored by the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society. On Dec. 2/3 & Dec. 9/10 please select a tag 
from the trees at the back of the Church. The blue tags 
represent boys and the pink tags for girls. These tags 
represent families that registered in November to receive 
gifts for their children for Christmas.   
  Please do not take a tag if you can not return the 
gifts before Christmas.  
  Wrap the gifts and firmly attach the angel tag to the 
OUTSIDE of the box.  Wrapped gifts are to be placed 
back under the trees at all weekend Masses but no later 
than Sunday, December 17th or at the Parish Office 
thru December 15. Gifts are scheduled to be picked up 
on December 18th from 1:30-3:00pm ONLY.  No 
exceptions will be made. If you have any questions feel 
free to call or leave a message for Deacon Maurice at 
715-0056. 

PROGRAMA DE REGALOS NAVIDENOS 
 Presentamos una oportunidad para traer felicidades 
para los niños más necesitados de nuestra Parroquia, 
Nuestra Señora de la Asunción, durante esta época 
navideña por medio del programa de donaciones de 
regalos navideños, patrocinado por la sociedad de San 
Vicente de Pablo. Los sábados/domingos, 2 y 3, y el 9 y 
10 de diciembre, pueden coger un ángel de los árboles 
navideños localizados al posterior de la iglesia. (Los 
ángeles azules indican regalo para masculino y los de 
color rosado indican regalo para femenina.) Las 
etiquetas (ángeles) representan niños(as) de familias 
que se registraron en noviembre para recibir los regalos 
navideños. 
Favor de envolver el regalo al estilo navideño, luego 
pegue la etiqueta en el regalo. Los regalos serán 
puestos de bajo de los árboles navideños en todas las 
misas los fines de semana, terminando con las misas el 
17 de diciembre. También se pueden traer a la oficina 
parroquial, no más tarde que el 15 de diciembre. 
Los regalos serán distribuidos a los padres de los(as) 
niños(as) solamente un día, el 18 de diciembre, de la 
1:30 hasta las 3:00 pm. No habrá excepción. Si tiene 
preguntas, llame al diacono Maurice al 715-0056. 

 
 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
 

 I am the Immaculate Conception. 
        —Words of Our Lady to St. Bernadette Soubirous at     
             Lourdes, 1858. 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE-DECEMBER  12th 
 
Join us as we celebrate the Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Tuesday,  December 
12th with 6:00pm Mass, followed by a 
Posolé Dinner in the hall/gym.  We are 
always grateful for the assistance given to 
make this evening a success.  If you can 
help in any way, please call Barbara Saiz 
at 220-0153.  Thank you!! 
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RECYCLING 
 

OLA School is still recycling and saving labels, so please continue to save them during the Summer.  We take: 
 
• computer cartridges, laser & inkjet                            Aluminum tabs from soft drink cans 
• cell phones                                                                Campbell Labels & General Mills labels.  
• soft plastic rings                                                        They can be sent to the School or Parish Office.  
• (The city does not recycle the above items.)   

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

OUR LADY of the ASSUMPTION SCHOOL 
ALUMINUM CAN COLLECTION  

 
In order to take care of God’s earth and raise needed 
funds for new library/classroom books, OLA School will 
be collecting aluminum cans at the Saturday Vigil Mass 
and all Sunday Masses.  This year, a large blue recycle 
bin will be placed next to the large NW gate of OLA Hall.  
Just bag your cans and toss them over the fence and 
into the recycle bin.  We are also entering a recycle 
challenge.  Help us to win the State Challenge again! 
 

BAPTISM CLASS  
 

In preparation for a child’s baptism, the parent(s) must 
be registered and attending Mass at OLA for at least 
2 months. Registration may be completed in the    
parish office prior to the child’s birth.  Baptism classes 
are held monthly from 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm in the parish   
office  The next English class is scheduled for       
Friday, December 22, 2017. 

 

WORD FOR CHILDREN 
 

1st-3rd Grade 
Sundays in the Sacristy 
During the 10 am Mass 

CLASES DE BAUTISMO 
 

En preparación para el bautizo de un niño(a), los 
padres deben registrarse y asistir a la misa en 
Nuestra Señora de la Asunción al menos durante 2 
meses. El registro puede hacerse en la oficina 
parroquial antes del nacimiento del niño(s). Las 
clases de bautizo son mensuales de 6:30 pm - 8:00 
pm en la oficina de la parroquia. La proxima clase en 
español será el viernes 15 de diciembre del 2017. 

SCHOOL MASSES – 8:30 am 
 

  
Friday December 8 - grade 5 

Immaculate Conception - Holy Day of Obligation 
 

WEDNESDAYS - 8:30 am 
 

December 13 - grade 8 
December 20 - grade 7 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
CHRISTMAS BREAK 

 
The Religious Education classes grades 1-8 will be on 
Christmas break from December 12, 2017 until   
January 9, 2018.  May you have a blessed, safe and 
fun-filled holiday! 

EDUCACIÓN RELIGIOSA 
DESCANSO NAVIDEÑO 

 
Las clases de Educación Religiosa, grados 1-8, es-
tarán en vacaciones de Navidad desde el 12 de di-
ciembre, 2017, hasta el 9 de enero, 2018. ¡Que ten-
gan unas vacaciones bendecidas, seguras y llenas de 
diversión! 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION 
CHRISTMAS BREAK 

 
The Youth Confirmation class will be on Christmas 
break starting Sunday, December 17 and will resume 
on Sunday, January 7.  May you have a blessed, safe 
and fun-filled holiday! 
 
La clase de Confirmación Juvenil estará en vacaciones 
de Navidad desde domingo, el 17 de diciembre, 2017, 
hasta el 7 de enero, 2018. ¡Que tengan unas vacacio-
nes bendecidas, seguras y llenas de diversión! 
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LITURGY CORNER 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 Advent calendars appear now in many homes, and 
newfangled formats are even available on line. Children 
have fun opening the doors and windows keyed to the 
days counting down to Christmas. Behind each door is a 
picture related to the Christmas mystery, perhaps a  
scripture verse or saying, but more and more these days 
something totally unconnected to religious life, like a 
small toy or a chocolate treat, appears instead. The    
Advent calendar is not very old as traditions go. We can 
trace it back to German-speaking Christians, both     
Protestant and Catholic. Lutherans might have originated 
the custom by placing chalk marks on doors starting   
December 1, lighting candles every day, or placing a new 
religious picture on the wall each day during Advent. The 
oldest known hand-made calendar goes back to 1851, 
and the first printed ones appeared in 1908 in Germany 
with Bible verses behind the doors. By far the most     
interesting calendar is a building, the town hall (Rathaus) 
of Gengenbach in Germany’s Black Forest. Every year 
the townspeople invite an illustrator of children’s books to 
create twenty-four paintings or motifs for each of the 
twenty-four main windows of the building. Every night the 
people gather to see a new window opened and         
illuminated. 
 Very few commercial Advent calendars pay much 
attention to the core values of our liturgical calendar: the 
pivotal place of Sunday, the importance of Advent feasts 
like Saint Lucy and Saint Nicholas, and the clear shift in 
tone on December 17 from Advent longing and       
preparation toward imminent hope in Christ’s coming. 
That kind of creativity is left up to you! 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 
 El significado de la palabra “¡Adviento!” es muy 
interesante. Viene del latín y quiere decir “Allí viene” o 
“Ya está llegando”. Pero, ¿de quién hablamos cuando 
proclamamos “adviento”? ¿Del Rey de la Gloria?, 
¿del Príncipe de la Paz?, ¿del Hijo del Dios Altísimo?, 
¿del Salvador de Israel? Sí, sí, sí y otra vez, sí, pero 
más todavía del Hijo del Hombre, del niñito de María. 
Allí viene y ya está llegando. Tenemos que estar pre-
parados. Pero ¿cómo prepararnos para la llegada de 
un rey que es pobre?, ¿de un príncipe que nació en-
tre una mula y un buey? ¿de un niñito que ya es todo 
un hombre y además es Dios? He allí el dilema del 
Adviento cristiano. Es un llamado a vivir la paradoja 
de un tiempo que está a medias, donde el Reino de 
los Cielos ya existe pero no en su plenitud. Es un lla-
mado a buscar en el templo, en el mall, en el barrio, 
en el hogar y en el propio corazón, para ver si “allí 
viene” el dueño de la casa. Es un llamado a estar 
atentos y vigilantes. 

DIOS TIENE OTRO PLAN 
 Comenzamos el tiempo de Adviento con un lla-
mado sincero al arrepentimiento. Recordamos el 
amor fiel que Dios siente por nosotros y le pedimos 
que nos ayude a emprender el camino de regreso: 
“estabas airado porque nosotros pecábamos” (Isaías 
64:4). En la primera lectura y en el salmo, recorda-
mos las promesas de Dios y lamentamos nuestra re-
beldía y nuestra culpa. Invocamos el poder de Dios 
para salvarnos. Con Isaías, le decimos a Dios: “Ojalá 
rasgaras los cielos y bajaras, estremeciendo las mon-
tañas con tu presencia” (Isaías 63:19). 
 Sí, Dios nos es fiel, porque somos hechura de las 
manos de Dios. Dios es el alfarero, nosotros el barro. 
Y sin embargo, nuestro concepto de cómo Dios 
vendrá a salvarnos se origina en nuestra expectativa 
de un Dios guerrero que estremece las montañas y 
llega a nuestra vida con ruido y gloria. Pero Dios tiene 
otro plan: la Encarnación. 

GOD HAS A DIFFERENT PLAN 
 We begin the season of Advent with a heartfelt 
call for our own repentance. We remember God’s 
faithful love for us, and call upon God to help us to 
turn back. For “behold, you are angry, and we are  
sinful” (Isaiah 64:4). In the first reading and in the 
psalm, we recall God’s promises and lament our    
unfaithfulness and our guilt. We call upon God’s might 
and power in order to save us. With Isaiah, we ask 
God to “rend the heavens and come down, with the 
mountains quaking before you” (Isaiah 63:19). 
 Yes, God is faithful to us, because we are the 
work of God’s hands. God is the potter, we are the 
clay. And yet, our concept of how God will come to 
save us is rooted in our own expectations of a warrior 
God who crushes mountains and thunders into our 
lives with great noise and glory. But God has a       
different plan: the Incarnation. 

LIKE A CHILD 
 One who aspires to the grace of God must be 
pure, with a heart as innocent as a child’s. 
—St. Nicholas 

COMO UN NIÑO 
 Alguien que aspira a recibir la gracia de Dios tiene 
que ser puro, con un corazón tan inocente como el de 
un niño.—San Nicolás 
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